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REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE
AS REQUIRED BY
FY 1999/00 BUDGET ACT SUPPLEMENTAL LANGUAGE

FINAL REPORT
CORE REGULATORY PROGRAMS’ NEEDS ANALYSIS

This report has been prepared by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in
compliance with the provisions contained in the Supplemental Report of the 1999 Budget Act,
Ttem 3940-001-0001. This report responds to the following provision:

“The State Water Resources Board shall provide the Legislature with reports on a baseline
needs analysis for the core regulatory program (the NPDES, Chapter 15, Non-Chapter 15, and
Storm Water programs). A preliminary report shall be provided by April 1, 2000 and a final
report by January 1, 2001. The needs analysis shall reflect current program responsibilities
under state and federal law and the major threats to water quality needing to be addressed in
light of existing water quality conditions. The analysis shall include, but not be limited to, an
assessment of needs for a cost-effective compliance assurance and enforcement program that
serves to maximize compliance with clean water requirements.”

SB 390 (Chapter 686, Statutes of 1999) reinforced the Legislature’s directive to provide reports
on the baseline needs assessment. This legislation further directed the SWRCB to consider the
overall cost of the program and determine the adequacy of fees currently collected and expended
under Water Code Section 13260. The SWRCB retained a consultant to conduct the fee study.
The results of the fee study will be addressed separately from this report.

This report describes the results of the SWRCB and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards’
(RWQCB) Core Regulatory Program Needs Analysis (Needs Analysis). The report presents
background relating to the programs involved and their funding history, describes the process
followed, and presents the results of the Needs Analysis. The Needs Analysis projects an
additional future need for 1,674 personnel years (PYs) and $8.6 million in contracts to meet the
SWRCB and RWQCBs’ (Boards’) mandate to protect water quality. In reviewing the report, it
is important to consider the following:

e The SWRCB, and especially the RWQCBSs, have received significant additional funding
and staffing since the Needs Analysis was requested. For example, the FY 1998/99
Budget Act provided a staffing level of 1,334 PYs for the combined Boards while two
years later (in FY 2000/01) the staffing stands at 1,726 PYs. This is an increase of 392
PYs or 29 percent over that period. Although only a portion of the increase is dedicated
to the Core Regulatory Program, it is clear that the Administration and the Legislature
appreciate the significance of providing adequate staffing to protect California’s water
quality.



